THE  REBUILDING  OF  LONDON
might be an exception of soe much ground upon this Key as
might serve for 2 good cranes for the building of St. Paules,
that is about 100 foot1 between Barnard's Castle and the
Staires which is all before yr own Tenants. It will be very
necessary to have this convenience and while this is on the
anvile, it will be as easy to have the grant of soe much to the
Church as of all the rest of the City. The City will not I
presume oppose it, and I have mentioned the thing obliquely
to the King, but not as yet pressed for his grant without yr
concurrence, I have prepared Mr. Williamson who doth the
City businesse and he will be zealous.
'The question is now whether you will passe a grant in
behalfe of the Church (wch will be charges but I thinke it will
pay for the Charge both of the patent and making the wharfe,
having stone and rubbish enough) or whether you will be con-
tent with a proviso on the City patent for 2 Cranes and the use
of the wharfe for ye repaires of St. Paules. The businesse is
pressed on by the City and therefore I desire Your speedy
resolution.
Sir
I am
Your faithful humble Servant
Chr, Wren/
Whatever the City's motives may have been, the patent
was the highest point reached by the Thames Quay'. There-
after the scheme gradually faded away, a 'might-have-been'
which dazzled for a whilo, flickered on for many years, and
finally vanished into oblivion. The years immediately follow-
ing its peak were chequered with attempts to enforce it. At
intervals the Crown intervened on behalf of the statutory
prohibition on buildings. At intervals the City debated the
position. But the only consistent threads running through the
whole of this period were the complaints of unsatisfied owners
and the courtesy of the City's refusal to meet them. Each
the measurement was made the strip was found to be some 90 feet long.
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